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give audiences.   But kingship has its compensations, no doubt, even for a boy!
The Shah was crowned in the summer of 1914. The ceremonial functions began at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 21, in the Mejliss (Parliament) House, when the boy Sovereign swore on the Koran to be faithful to the Constitution. As the elections for a new Mejliss were not completed, the members of a former Parliament, who had been dismissed by a coup d'etat rather suddenly more than two and a half years before, were summoned in order to comply with the exigencies of the Constitution.
The ceremony was a record for dispatch and celerity. I was not present, as only men were admitted, but I heard all the details of what passed from Walter. The foreign Representatives who took part in it assembled at 9.30 and took their places in the Parliament Hall in a box facing the throne. At 10.15 the young Shah entered, looked round rather shyly, came forward, bowed awkwardly without looking at anyone in particular, and then proceeded to read the oath in a low voice that was barely audible.
By 10.18 the ceremony was over, and the company who had assembled to witness it dispersed. The Shah headed a great procession back to the palace from the Mejliss, which was interesting in spite of being somewhat tawdry, judged by our standard.
At 3.30 on the same day, the coronation took place in the great hall which contains the famous Peacock Throne, a square stage richly jewelled and enamelled. All the foreign Representatives, in full uniform, lined up on the right of it. The other onlookers were assembled in two rows three or four deep down bothPERSIA                          241
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